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Bizarre Stick Creature
They have perfect
camouflage for their
surroundings so they are
normally hard to see, but
watching your Bizarre Stick
Creature in your Creature
Cottage couldn’t be easier!
Stick insects life cycles are
different to a butterfly
because they do not
completely change their
appearance. Instead, they grow gradually and shed their skin (or exoskeleton) as
it gets too small. Most Australian stick insects eat eucalyptus leaves, are very
easy to look after and can even be safely handled by children (under
supervision) because they do not bite. You will be amazed by your Bizarre Stick
Creature and will spend hours watching it.
Information about Spiny Leaf Insects
Spiny Leaf Insects which are also called Macleay's Spectre Stick Insects are
native to Australia and are from the order Phasmatodea. Around 150 species of
phasmids are found in Australia. Most Australian stick insects will eat eucalyptus
leaves but can also be found eating rose bushes. Stick insects like to sway
backwards and forwards to imitate a stick or leaves blowing in the wind so that
they blend in better with their surroundings and so are harder for a predator to
find. The female spiny leaf insect has a fat body, has no wings and is very spiky,
while the male of the species is slender, with long wings.
Spiny Leaf Insect Life Cycle
A female Spiny Leaf Insect can lay thousands of eggs
in her lifetime and will normally live for up to 18
months. She flicks the eggs from her abdomen to the
ground where they are carried underground by ants.
The eggs have a knob, called a capitulum, which is
attractive to ants. Ants carry the eggs back to their
underground nests, eat only the knob, and leave the
rest of the egg in the nest, protected from other
animals that might eat it. The young spiny leaf
insects (or nymphs) hatch after 6 months to three
years underground and look and behave like red‐
headed black ants. This is so they do not get attacked by the ants that were once
protecting them. They emerge from the ant nest and climb rapidly upwards,

looking for soft green leaves. The nymph will moult its exoskeleton up to 5 times
(each stage is called an instar) before it becomes an adult. This type of life cycle
is called hemimetabolism or incomplete metamorphosis and the nymph will
gradually change with each moult, eventually growing wings. The female Spiny
Leaf Insect does not need to mate with a male to produce viable eggs. This is
called parthenogenesis, and any eggs produced by an unmated female will be
female, while eggs produced by a female that has been mated will be both male
and female. Males of this species will only life for 6‐9 months.
Taking Care of Your Stick Insect
When your stick insect arrives it will be a baby (or nymph). To take care of it you
will need a fresh supply of eucalyptus leaves, which you will need to change as
they become dry. You will also need to mist inside your enclosure 1‐2 times per
day with water so that your new stick insect can have a drink and clean out any
droppings once or twice per week.
Please note, species of stick insect available in the creature kit can vary
depending on the season.

